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..The biopolymer pectin …
… is readily extracted from apple peel and can be used as an efficient reinforcing agent
for silica aerogels. In their Communication on page 14282 ff. , M. M. Koebel, T. Budtova
et al. present a one-pot route to monolithic, thermally superinsulating, hybrid silica
aerogels through cogelation of pectin and silicic acid, post-processing, and supercritical
drying. This study opens up new perspectives for the synthesis of high-performance
hybrid aerogels.
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